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**AMENDED 1** 

 

   BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING AGENDA 

October 3, 2017 
Municipal Center, Conference Room A 

7:00 p.m. 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
1. SCHEDULE 

 
a) Joint Meeting – Library Planning & Building Committee & DPW Facilities 

Buildings Committee  
 

2. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) Vote to Sign – Purchase and Sale Agreement - 105 Rear Westboro Road 

b) Vote to Sign - Statement of Claim – 24 Cortland Way 

c) Vote to Allow Chair to Sign – Letter to Sutton LLC Re: 58 Follette Street 

d) Vote to Approve - One Day Beer & Wine License – Cummings Veterinary School 
at Tufts University – Alpha Psi Fall Festival – Phelps Field – October 14, 2017 

e) Vote to Approve - One Day Beer & Wine License – Cummings Veterinary School 
at Tufts University – Student / Faculty Networking Event – Campus Center/New 
Equine Facility – October 28, 2017  

 
3. SELECTMEN REPORTS / TA REPORTS 

 
4. CORRESPONDENCE  

 
5. DISCUSSION 

a) Town Meeting Motions 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/


 

  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN AGENDA 

 October 3, 2017 

MGL Chapter 30A, Sec. 21(3) 
Litigation Update 
Litigation Strategy 
Union Negotiations 
Land Negotiation 
Non Union Negotiations 
Strategy for Negotiations 
Minutes 

ADJOURN 
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THOMAS ARTICLE 1. RECEIVE REPORTS OF OFFICES, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES  
 
I move the town vote to receive the reports of the several Town Officers, Boards and 

Committees. 

 

HANNA ARTICLE 2.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER 

I move the Town vote to approve the changes proposed to the Charter of the Town of Grafton 

by the Charter Review Committee relative to the capitalization of various words throughout the 

Charter, all as shown on a draft of the Charter dated January 12, 2017, a copy of which is on file 

in the Office of the Town Clerk.  

SPINNEY ARTICLE 3.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTION 3-4 SCHOOL COMMITTEE  

I move the Town vote to amend Section 3-4 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  

PADGETT ARTICLE 4.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTION 3-5: TOWN CLERK 

I move the Town vote to amend Section 3-5 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  

THOMAS ARTICLE 5.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – ARTICLE 3: ELECTED OFFICIALS  

I move the Town vote to amend Article 3 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  

HANNA ARTICLE 6.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTION 3-2 (D) APPOINTMENT 

I move the Town vote to amend Section 3-2 (D) of the Town Charter as printed in the October 

2017 Town Meeting Warrant.  

SPINNEY ARTICLE 7.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTION 3-1: ELECTIVE OFFICES  

I move the Town vote to amend Section 3-1 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  

PADGETT ARTICLE 8.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTION 2-3(B) FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 

I move the Town vote to amend Section 2-3(B) of the Town Charter as printed in the October 

2017 Town Meeting Warrant.  

THOMAS ARTICLE 9.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTION 5-6: BOARD OF SEWER 

COMMISSIONERS 

I move the Town vote to amend Section 5-6 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  
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HANNA ARTICLE 10.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – SECTIONS 7-5: DEFINITIONS & 7-9: 

PROCEDURES GOVERNING MULTIPLE MEMBER BODIES 

I move the Town vote to amend Section 7-5 and Section 7-9 of the Town Charter as printed in 

the October 2017 Town Meeting Warrant.  

SPINNEY ARTICLE 11.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – ARTICLE 8 – TRANSITIONAL 

PROVISIONS 

I move the Town vote to amend Article 8 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  

PADGETT ARTICLE 12.  AMEND TOWN CHARTER – ARTICLE 4: TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

I move the Town vote to amend Article 4 of the Town Charter as printed in the October 2017 

Town Meeting Warrant.  

THOMAS ARTICLE 13. ADJUST FY18 OPERATING BUDGET  
 
I move that the Town vote to adjust the FY18 budget as follows: 
 
BUDGET TRANSFERS: 

AMOUNT: TRANSFER FROM: TRANSFER TO: 

$3,500 Recreation Expenses Article 6, 5/16 
Ferry Street Fence Replacement 

$2,600 Board of Selectmen Salaries Unclassified Expenses 

$2,600 Veterans Services Personnel Veterans Services Expenses 

 TOTAL  

 
AND TO APPROPRIATE: 

AMOUNT: ACCOUNT 

$30,000 Highway Personnel 

$17,500 Nelson Library Personnel 

$11,900 Nelson Library Expenses 

$25,000 South Grafton Community House Expenses 

$50,000 Town Administrator Expenses 

$5,000 IT Expenses 

 TOTAL 

 
And to meet said appropriation, raise and appropriate $59,400 and transfer from Free 

Cash $80,000. 
 

HANNA ARTICLE 14. PRIOR FISCAL YEAR BILLS 
 
I move the Town vote to pass over this article.  

 
SPINNEY ARTICLE 15. FIRE DEPARTMENT RETIREMENT  
 
I move the Town vote to appropriate $1,400 from free cash for the purposes of funding the Fire 

Department Retirement Account. 
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PADGETT ARTICLE 16. SICK AND VACTION BUYBACK 
 
I move the Town vote appropriate $23,000 from free cash to fund the accumulated sick and 
vacation leave buyback for retiring employees pursuant to the Town By-Laws and/or collective 
bargaining agreements. 

 
THOMAS ARTICLE 17. FUNDING FOR FOLLETTE STREET WELL PROJECT 
 
I move the Town vote to appropriate $10,000 from free cash to the Follette Street Well Project 
Account for the purpose of funding the Follette Street Well Project, pursuant to Article 10 of the 
May 11, 2009 Special Town Meeting. 
 
HANNA ARTICLE 18. PURCHASE OF SNOW PLOW OPERATIONS EQUIPMENT  

 

I move the Town vote to appropriate $35,000 from free cash for the purchase of snow plow 

operations related materials to fit two new DPW operations vehicles.  

 
SPINNEY ARTICLE 19. CPC AFFORDABLE HOUSING RESERVE 
 
I move the Town vote to reserve a sum of money from FY2018 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues for Affordable Housing. 
 
PADGETT ARTICLE 20. CPC OPEN SPACE RESERVE 
 
I move the Town vote to reserve a sum of money from FY2018 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues for Open Space. 
 
THOMAS ARTICLE 21. CPC HISTORIC PRESERVATION RESERVE  
 
I move the Town vote to reserve a sum of money from FY2018 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues for Historic Preservation. 

 
HANNA ARTICLE 22. FUND FOR CPA PURPOSES 
 
I move the Town vote to reserve a sum of money from the FY2018 Community Preservation 
Fund revenues for FY18 Community Preservation Fund purposes. 

SPINNEY ARTICLE 23. CPC – AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST TRANSFER 

I move the Town vote to transfer the sum of $48,642 from the CPA Affordable Housing Reserve 
account to the Grafton Affordable Housing Trust, with such funds to be used in accordance with 
the CPA guidelines for community housing. 

PADGETT ARTICLE 24. CPC – STONE ARCH BRIDGE PROJECT 

I move the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $120,000 from the CPC Undesignated Fund to 
complete the Stone Arch Bridge Project. 
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THOMAS ARTICLE 25. ROAD IMPROVEMENT STABILIZATION FUND 
 
I move the Town vote to transfer $1,500,000 from the Road Improvement Stabilization fund to 
the Road Improvement Capital Expenditures fund for road improvement projects consistent with 
Chapter 90 rules and regulations as recommended by the DPW Advisory committee and 
approved by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
HANNA ARTICLE 26.  SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

I move the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen, pursuant to Article 4, Section 9 of 

the Town By-Laws, to sell under such terms and conditions as it deems appropriate, surplus 

equipment and vehicles no longer needed by the Department of Public Works. 

SPINNEY ARTICLE 27. INCREASE LIMIT FOR SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

 

I move the Town vote to amend Article 4, Section 9 of the Town of Grafton By-Laws to increase 

the sale threshold for approval to sell surplus equipment at Town Meeting from $5,000 to 

$25,000.  

 

PADGETT ARTICLE 28. SOLAR TAX AGREEMENT 

 

I move the Town  vote in accordance with M.G.L Chapter 59, Section 38H, to authorize the 
Board of Selectmen to enter into a Tax Agreement with the lessees/operators of the solar 
photovoltaic energy generating facilities or its assign for a period of up to twenty-five (25) years, 
and to approve said agreement under which the lessees/operators or its assign will pay the 
Town a sum of money per year relative to 207 Providence Road, Assessor’s Map 99, Lot 10, 
related to the proposed construction and operation of a Large-Scale Ground Mounted Solar 
Photovoltaic Installation with an expected nameplate capacity of approximately 1,319 
megawatts, said Tax Agreement is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office, and further to allow the 
Board of Selectmen to negotiate any amendments necessary to said Tax Agreement to reflect 
any changes in the size of the parcel of land or size of the system so long as the payments 
reflected in the Tax Agreement rise or lower commensurately. 

THOMAS ARTICLE 29. BROOKWMEADOW VILLAGE ROADWAY ACCEPTANCE 

 
 I move the Town vote to accept the roadways and associated utilities and easements known at 

“Brookmeadow Village”.  
 
HANNA ARTICLE 30. SOUTH GRAFTON WATER DISTRICT HYDRANTS 
 
I move the Town  vote to accept the following list of hydrants from the South Grafton Water 
District for the Brookmeadow Village Development. 
 

Hydrant #104 – 5 Brookmeadow Hydrant # 108 – 27  
Brookmeadow 

Hydrant # 117 – 24 Taft Mill 
Road 

Hydrant #105 – 5 Brookmeadow Hydrant # 109 – 33 
Brookmeadow 

Hydrant # 118 – 17 Taft Mill 
Road 

Hydrant #106 – 12 Brookmeadow Hydrant # 116 – 34 Taft Mill 
Road 

Hydrant # 119 – 5 Taft Mill 
Road 
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Hydrant # 120- 4 Taft Mill Road  

Hydrant #107 – 20 Brookmeadow Hydrant # 124 – 25 Taft Mill 
Road 

Hydrant # 121 – Taft Mill Rd & 
Milford Road  

 
      
SPINNEY ARTICLE 31. FUND AUDIENCE RESPONSE SYSTEMS VOTING DEVICES 
 
I move the Town vote appropriate $7,000 from free cash to purchase an Audience Response 
System voting device for use at Town Meeting. 
 
PADGETT ARTICLE 32. PORTABLE POLICE RADIOS 
 
I move the Town vote to appropriate $5,200 from free cash to fund the Article 6 of the May 6, 
2017 Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of purchasing accessories for portable police 
radios. 
 

THOMAS ARTICLE 33. FUND PART-TIME ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 
 
I move the Town vote to raise and appropriate $30,000 for the purposes of funding a part-time 

Economic Development Coordinator position.  

 
HANNA ARTICLE 34. NORTH GRAFTON TRANSIT VILLAGE OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 
I move the Town vote to amend the Grafton Zoning By-Laws by establishing a North Grafton 
Transit Village Overlay District (NGTVOD) and to encourage smart growth in accordance with 
the purposes of G.L. Chapter 40R, as printed in 2017 October Town Meeting Warrant, and to 
add the following language: 
 
Amendment to Section 3 Use and Intensity Regulations: Proposed Amendment to Section 
3.1.1 to add the title “North Grafton Transit Village Overlay District” to the list of districts and to 
amend Section 3.1.5 entitled District Intents and Purposes to add a new Section 3.1.5.15 
entitled “North Grafton Transit Village Overlay District.” 
 
SPINNEY ARTICLE 35. SALES PARTNERSHIP WITH THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUESTTS 
 
I move the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a sales partnership with 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for a parcel of property located on Pine Street in the 
town of Grafton, and to make said purchase, raise and appropriate $100,000 for that purpose.  

  
PADGETT ARTICLE 36. DESIGN AND ENGINEERING FOR ROUTE 30 

I move the Town vote to raise and appropriate $50,000 for the engineering and design of a 

water and sewer line along Route 30. 

THOMAS ARTICLE 37. LEASE 3000 GALLON FIRE TANKER ENGINE 

I move the Town vote to appropriate $97,367 from free cash, and to transfer $33,175 from 

Article 15 of the May 2017 Annual Town Meeting titled “FY18 Capital Expenditure Budget”, to 

make the first lease payment on a 3000-gallon fire tanker engine. 
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HANNA ARTICLE 38. STAFFING STUDY – GRAFTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

I move the Town vote to appropriate $15,000 from free cash to complete a staffing study of the 

Grafton Fire Department. 

SPINNEY ARTICLE 39. ENVIRONMENTAL PHASE I AND MARKET STUDY – 27 UPTON 

STREET (DPW SITE) 

I move the Town  vote to appropriate $10,000 from free cash to complete an Environmental 

Phase I and market study of the property located at 27 Upton Street. 

PADGETT ARTICLE 40. FUND FEASIBILITY/ SCHEMATIC DESIGN OF NORTH STREET 

ELEMENTARY WINDOW AND DOOR REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

I move the Town vote to appropriate $50,000 from free cash to be expended under the direction 

of School Committee for feasibility study and schematic design for the replacement of windows 

and doors at the North Street Elementary School at 60 North St Grafton MA 01519, for which 

feasibility study the Town may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority.  The MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on 

need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the Town incurs in connection with the 

feasibility study in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the 

sole responsibility of the Town.   

THOMAS ARTICLE 41. REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATED WELL – 159 MILLBURY ST. 

I move the Town vote to appropriate $20,000 from free cash to remediate the contaminated well 

located at 159 Millbury Street by connecting this property town water and decommissioning the 

well at this location.  

HANNA ARTICLE 42. LONG RANGE IT ACCOUNT 
 
I move the Town vote to appropriate $25,000 from free cash to fund the Long-Range 
Information Technology Maintenance Account, pursuant to Article 17 of the May 12, 2014 
Annual Town Meeting. 
 
SPINNEY ARTICLE 43. APPROPRIATION TO STABILIZATION FUND 
 
I move the Town vote to appropriate $200,000 from free cash to fund the Stabilization Trust 
Fund.  

      
PADGETT ARTICLE 44. APPROPRIATION TO OPEB TRUST FUND  

 
I move the town vote to pass over this article.    

https://maps.google.com/?q=60+North+St+Grafton+MA+01519&entry=gmail&source=g

